PAGE  
2

Heart Issues in Salvation

Scott Souza - 2006

It is clear from Scripture that God must convert the heart in order for anyone to have salvation (Deuteronomy 29:2-4; Deuteronomy 30:6; John 6:44, 66; Hebrews 10:15-20). It is also clear that God must sustain that conversion and its fruits in order for it to remain in the heart (Philippians 2:12-13).

For by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified (Galatians 2:16).

This statement, “for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified,” must stand in our minds as a beacon of truth to guide us away from the spiritually dangerous idea that our works enter into our salvation or our justification. In no sense do they enter in. Such an idea is completely contrary to the words of this verse, and indeed, contrary to the whole of Scripture. Every contrary idea leads away from Christ.

The Westminster Shorter Catechism points out that it is Christ, not us, who satisfies divine justice.

“Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in making continual intercession for us. (WSC)”

The same document tells us that good works are also from God – from his enablement. God does not do the deeds for us, as certain strains of pietism and other theologies teach; rather, he enables us to obey. It is not perfect; rather, it is progressive; he enables us to do better as time goes on. (A corollary to this thought is that such imperfect obedience can never have justifying merit in the eyes of God).

Q. 35. What is sanctification?

A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness. (WSC)

Question 70 of the Westminster Larger Catechism contrasts the merits of our imperfect obedience to the merits of Christ’s perfect obedience.

Q. 70. What is justification?

A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace unto sinners, in which he pardoneth all their sins, accepteth and accounteth their persons righteous in his sight; not for any thing wrought in them, or done by them, but only for the perfect obedience and full satisfaction of Christ, by God imputed to them, and received by faith alone. (WLC)

Notice particularly the phrase “not for any thing wrought in them, or done by them.” This harmonizes quite well with the words of our opening Scripture quote: “For by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified” (Galatians 2:16). God does not base our salvation in whole or in part on anything we do prior to salvation or subsequent to salvation. It is for such reasons that Paul divested himself of all desire to be justified by his works, though they were substantial. Instead, he said that he wanted to “be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith” (Philippians 3:9).

Some, such as Catholics, will disagree with this analysis and cite James. Let me therefore repeat my analysis of this passage from the beginning study in this series on justification.

“James begins his epistle with an exhortation to his readers to endure the testing of their faith. This is a key thematic difference between James and Romans. Although Paul also deals with endurance, his main emphasis throughout Romans is on establishing the life of faith. Paul looks at the inception of faith; James looks at the mid-point of faith. James calls the law “the perfect law of liberty” (1:25; 2:12). When James touches on the inception of the Christian life, he sounds very much Like Paul. For example, in James 1:18, James says, “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” Romans 1:16 is quite similar: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Romans 8:28-30 could also be cited along with other passages in Romans. Put simply, both Paul and James believe that salvation comes from God (from his will and from his power), not from man; nevertheless, neither apostle will allow anyone to disobey God and call himself or herself a Christian. In both epistles, works and faith exist in association with one another. A certain kind of faith always produces righteousness, another kind doesn’t. Paul, in Romans, was contending with people who did not want to enter into faith in Christ. James, in his epistle, was contending with people who said they had faith but mistreated their brethren. James told those who did such things that their faith was the faith of the devils, not the faith of Abraham. Such “faith” was mere understanding. It was not trust. So James used the term “faith” differently than Paul did, and that is why James said that both Abraham and Rahab were justified by their works. The people of Jericho had the same un-submissive “faith” that James (and Paul) warned about. In Joshua 2:9-10 Rahab tells the spies that everyone in Jericho knew what God did at the Red sea 40 years before and how the Israelites defeated Sihon and Og. Like the devils, they believed and trembled, but they did not submit. But this point needs to further expansion.

In the course of his discussion in chapter 2, James (in James 2:23) cites the same verse Paul used about Abraham (Genesis 15:6 – “And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness”). In seeming contrast to that Scripture, however, James says that Abraham was justified by works when he offered up Isaac. James’ statement seems all the more strange when one realizes that the offering happened 20 years after the LORD imputed Abraham’s faith to him for righteousness.

But, to clarify this seeming contrast, notice how James handles the citation. He says that God’s word to Abraham was “fulfilled” 20 years later. The Greek word (pleroo, G4137) means fulfilled, filled-up, finished, or verified. Any of these senses might be appropriate here, but “verified” seems especially appropriate in light of the challenge James gave previously in James 2:18: “Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.” So here, just prior to his citation from Genesis 15:6, James demands that faith be shown by works. His disobedient readers have no way to show that they have the kind of faith which proves that they are “a kind of firstfruits of his [God’s] creatures” (1:18). By contrast, both Abraham and Rahab demonstrated a godly faith by their obedience. So James sets verification in clear contrast to non-verification. Or, to put it another way, the obedience proved (“verified”) that righteousness was already there, just as God said it was.

In summary, James and Paul use the same words, but they use them differently. James discusses faith (pistis, G4102) in terms of credence (mere acceptance that something is true). Paul speaks of it as trust. James treats works (erga, G2041) as a wholesome response of obedience to God. Paul treats them as an unwholesome attempt to earn righteousness. James treats justification (dikaioo, 1344) as something which was previously imparted to the inward man then subsequently elicited in response to God. Paul looks at justification from the standpoint of an imputed righteousness – a legal (forensic) pronouncement by God that a person is just – a person’s standing before God, not his state. So both men acknowledge imputation, impartation, and elicitation, but in different ways.”

In this series on Justification I have gone through every book of the Bible and have shown that nearly every book speaks to the issue of the source of salvation, justification, and sanctification, and they all agree that the source is God alone.

We saw that even in the Law God was acknowledged as the sole source of salvation and justification.

*** Deuteronomy 29:2-4 – 2 And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them, Ye

have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto Pharaoh, and

unto all his servants, and unto all his land; 3 The great temptations which thine eyes have

seen, the signs, and those great miracles: 4 Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to

perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day. ***

*** Deuteronomy 30:6 – 6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart,

and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all

thy soul, that thou mayest live. ***

For a fuller discussion I refer the reader to the series which I’ve made available on CD, but below are some highlights from the series.

David asked God to change hearts.

1 Chronicles 29:18 – O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers,

keep this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and

prepare their heart unto thee.

Solomon asked God to incline Israel’s heart toward God.

1 Kings 8:57-58 – 57 The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let

him not leave us, nor forsake us: 58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk

in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judgments,

which he commanded our fathers.

In a subsequent prayer, Elijah asked for a similar conversion of Israel’s apostate heart.

1 Kings 18:37 – Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou

art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

An excellent example of this principle is found in Psalm 119:32 – “I will run the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart.”

In Jeremiah, the LORD offers a new heart as the solution to apostasy and disobedience: “And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart” (Jeremiah 24:7).

Throughout the Bible obedience is important, but it is never left merely to man’s power. Acceptable obedience always springs from a God-renewed heart. God further states that it is his active and continuing enablement by which we walk in his ways (refer especially to verse 27, below).

“ 25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you. 30 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your abominations. 33 Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded” (Ezekiel 36:25-29, 31, 33).

Those who are converted by God to “abide” in belief and obedience.

“ 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17 These things I command you, that ye love one another” (John 15:1-17).

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” (Romans 4:5). Faith, then, is a substitute for (self) righteousness.

“ 2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” (Galatians 3:2-3)

“  12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12).

In 1 Timothy Paul emphasizes the converting power of sound doctrine by God’s grace.

“Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned” (1 Timothy 1:5).

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee” (1 Timothy 4:16).

“  4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7).

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14).

2 Peter speaks of both salvation and sanctification as proceeding from God.

“ 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” (2 Peter 1:3-4)

“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 1:24).

The sum of these things is that the source of salvation, justification, and sanctification is God. Nothing we can do ever improves it.

